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2020 Tokyo Olympics – Aboriginal & 

Torres Strait Islander Athletes  
 

  

Sixteen Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander athletes are 

competing across 11 sports in 
this month's Tokyo Olympics. 

It's the most First Nations 
athletes ever to be selected for 

an Australian Olympics team 
2021.  

As the first Indigenous athlete 
to represent Australia at a 

Paralympic or Olympic Games, 
Kevin Coombs OAM is one of 

Australia’s most notable 
wheelchair basketball players. 

Kevin Coombs was part of the 
Australia men's national 

wheelchair basketball team at 
the 1960 Rome, 1968 Tel Aviv, 

1972 Heidelberg, 1980 Arnhem 
and 1984 New York/Stoke 

Mandeville Paralympics. He 
served as coach/captain at the 

1972 games and as captain at 
the 1984 games. He also 

participated in athletics events 
at the 1968 and 1972 

Paralympics  
He captained the silver-medal-

winning Australian wheelchair 
basketball team at the 1974 

Commonwealth Paraplegic 
Games in Dunedin, led the 
Australian team in gold medal 

performances at the 1977 and 
1982 FESPIC Games, 

captained the team at the 1977 
Silver Jubilee Games, and 

played in the 1983 Wheelchair 
Basketball World 

Championship. 
Basketballer Michael Ah Matt 

and boxers Adrian Blair and 
Francis Roberts were able to 

call themselves Olympians 
when they competed at the 

1964 Tokyo Games. In 1992 at 
Barcelona, Samantha Riley 

became the first female 
Indigenous Olympian and at 

these Games she became 
Australia's first Indigenous 

competitor to win an Olympic 
medal, when she won bronze in 

the 100m breaststroke. 
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  Nova Peris-Kneebone was the first gold medallist 

as part of the women's hockey team in Atlanta 

in 1996. Harley Windsor became Australia's first 
Indigenous Winter Olympian when the then-20-

year-old from Rooty Hill in Sydney's West 
competed in Pairs Figure Skating at 

PyeongChang 2018, alongside his Russian-born 
partner Katia Alexandrovskaya, where the duo 

finished 18th on debut. 
Cathy Freeman is the most successful 

Indigenous athlete with gold at Sydney 2000 
and silver at Atlanta 1996 in the 400m. 

This years Olympic Games in Tokyo sees the 
following Indigenous athletes representing their 

country. 
Among their ranks is Ngarigo superstar Ash 

Barty, who will be the first Indigenous athlete to 
compete in Olympic-level tennis. The 25-year-

old may be an Olympics debutante, but as the 
current world number one she competes in both 

the Women's Tennis Singles and Doubles in 
Tokyo.  

In another first, 28-year-old Thomas Grice, who 
has been an avid shooter since he was 12-years-

old, will compete in the Trap Shooting event. 
Not only is it Grice's Olympic debut, but it is the 

first time a First Nations Olympian has 
competed in the shooting. 

Monero Ngarigo and Yuin woman Angie 
Blackburn is also making her Olympic debut, 

competing in the athletics this year. Hailing 
from Cann River, in the south-east Gippsland 

region of Victoria, Blackburn is part of the 
4x400m relay team. 

Maurice Longbottom and Dylan Pietsch will 
make their Olympic debuts as part of the Men's 

Rugby Sevens squad. Pietsch, a Wiradjuri man, 
has risen through the Rugby Sevens ranks since 

he was a teenager, making his Rugby Sevens 
debut in Wellington in 2017. Longbottom, a 

Dharawal man, garnered the nickname 'the 
magician' after a long, swerving, evading run to 

the try line in his 2017 Sevens debut - and he'll 
be hoping to bring some of that magic to the 

team at this year's games. 
Wonnarua man Brandon Wakeling will be the 

second First Nations weightlifter to compete in 
Olympics - the first was Anthony Martin who 

competed more than 20 years ago at the 2000 
Sydney Games. Wakeling will make his Olympic 

debut in the men's 73kg event in Tokyo. 
Noongar man Alex Winwood will also make his 

Olympic debut at Tokyo, competing in the 
flyweight event. The 24-year-old started boxing 

as a teenager, and after narrowly missing out on 
selection for Rio in 2016, he's ready to earn his 

stripes at this year's games. 

2020 Tokyo Olympics – Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander Athletes  
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2020 Tokyo Olympics – Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander Athletes  

Joining the new faces, will be some more 

established Olympians, including 29-year-old 
Wulli Wulli woman Taliqua Clancy who will 

return to the Olympics, after placing 5th in Beach 
Volleyball at Rio in 2016. Clancy, who was born 

in regional Queensland, will compete alongside 
her volleyball partner Mariafe Artacho del Solar in 

Tokyo. 
Patty Mills also has an established Olympic 

history - competing in Beijing in 2008, London in 
2012, and Rio in 2016, now the Muralag and 

Ynunga man will return to the basketball court in 
Tokyo. 

Mills has become a household name over the 
years, for both his sporting feats and his work off 

the court, including his series of children's books 
- Now he's hoping to bring the Boomers to 

Olympic glory. Leilani Mitchell is also joining the 
basketball ranks - competing in the Women's 

5x5. The Torres Strait Islander woman grew up in 
the United States but made her debut for 

Australia's team the Opals in 2014. This will be 
her second Olympics for Australia, after 

competing at Rio in 2016. 
Brooke Peris and Mariah Williams made their 

Olympic debut in the women's hockey team at 
Rio 2016, and they're returning to the games this 

year. Williams, a Wiradjuri woman, has played 
hockey since she was 4-years-old, and will 

represent Australia at her second games in 
Tokyo. While Peris is a Darwin-born athlete and 
cousin of former Olympic Hockeyroo gold 

medalist Nova Peris, now she has her sights set 
on continuing her family's legacy in the sport.  

Two Kamilaroi women will join the Australian 
Softball team, with dual-Olympian Stacey Porter 

competing once again in Tokyo, alongside 
Olympic debutant Tarni Stepto. Porter was part 

of the Olympic team at Athens in 2004, bringing 
home a silver medal, and again in 2008, when 

the team finished in third at Beijing. Porter has 
long been an idol of 21-year-old Stepto, who is set 

to fulfill her lifelong dream of competing on the 
international stage at the Olympics.  

The Women's soccer team also has a couple of 
First Nations talents, with Anaiwan woman Kyah 

Simon and Noongar woman Lydia Williams 
making the squad. Williams was selected as the 

Matildas' goalkeeper for the 2016 Olympics in Rio 
and is once again the team's choice of keeper for 

Tokyo. Simon also played with the Matildas at the 
2016 Rio Olympics and is hoping to shine again 

in Tokyo. 
With the current medal Talley at 14 Gold – 3 

Silver – 14 Bronze its been a successful games to 
date and right there have been these amazing 

indigenous athletes representing. 
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3KND broadcasted live at the 
Aborigines Advancement League for 
this year’s NAIDOC Elders 

Luncheon. Wonderful to see local 
elders get together for a yarn, feed 
and live music, plus a speech from 
CEO of AAL Aunty Esme Bamblett 
welcoming everyone to the event.  
Everyone enjoyed a delicious roast 

lunch, with soup as a starter and 
ending with some desserts.  
Looking forward to another 
luncheon in October! 
 
3KND, supporting NAIDOC events. 

 

 

AAL NAIDOC Elder’s Luncheon  
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On Track – July 2021 

 

 
 

 
Sonya Hunt is a Barkindji woman. She has lived here in Melbourne for 8 years. Sonya is a Koorie Education Student 
Officers (KESO). She works alongside other KESO’s to support all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander in whatever 
they need to complete school. The KESOs take care of Approx. 250 school aged children each as well as in early 
childcare to ensure organisations and the school are culturally safe and inclusive. Here in Victoria, there are still a 
lot of students that are finding hard to reengage into school after lockdown and learning remotely. Sonya has helped 
to support students to keep them engaged, motivated to learn and stay in school. She talks about these challenging 
times during the pandemic and how important education is for our young people. 
Professor Susan Rossell is a cognitive neuropsychologist at Swinburne’s Centre for Mental Health, she also holds 
adjunct positions at Monash Alfred Psychiatry Research Centre and at St Vincent's Health. Professor Rossell’s 
research focuses on understanding the cognitive and neurobiological processes involved in psychosis and related 
disorders. She has published extensively and received both the International and European award for Young 
Investigator into Schizophrenia Research. Susan Rossell latest research reveals the long-terms effects from the 
COVID-19 pandemic are similar to the aftermath of traumatic events such as war a natural disaster.  
Willow is a year 3 student who attends Preston South Primary School. Preston South Primary school is a thriving 
inner suburban school. The school was first opened in 1866. She yarns up about home schooling during lockdown. 
It has been difficult not seeing her friends but Willow has continued to comfort her friends virtually.  
To hear more tune into 1503AM radio, digital, iHeart Radio App and stream us on 3KND’s website! every Tuesday 
from 11AM - 12 PM! Or visit 3KND’s website! 

This month on ON TRACK with specialist journalist Hayley McAdam; Aunty Rieo Ellis is a Waka Waka/Bundjilung 
Elder. She is a strong woman involved with injustice, sports and community. Aunty Rieo does some fantastic work 
for Grandmother Against Removals (GMAR). GMAR are a group of grandmothers that advocates against the forced 
removal of First Nations from their immediate and extended families. They support families in navigating the child 
protection system, lobby government and child protection agencies for improved outcomes for First Nations 
children and work for self-determination in child welfare. Aunty yarns up about the work she does at GMAR and 
the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted them to support families during that time. 
3KND's communications Officer Erica Higgins is from Cumragunja and lives on Dja Dja Wurrung, she talks about 
her experience of lockdown and working from home. She found it difficult not being in the presence of people and 
hugging them but being able to work on her garden and being outside with nature and animals has helped her to 
reflect. Erica has also tried to stay in contact with loved ones over the phone and through messages. To balance 
her work and home life Erica continued to have a routine such as putting on her uniform and doing the things she 
would usually do if she were working at the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.3knd.org.au/copy-of-on-track
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Yorta Yorta Traditional Owner and Deadly & Proud 
Storyteller Aunty Fay Carter  

 

NAIDOC Week provides an opportunity for all 
Australians to learn about our shared histories, 
cultures and achievements. One Yorta Yorta 
Traditional Owner and Deadly & Proud 
storyteller is sharing her story in celebration of 
NAIDOC Week and discussing Victoria’s 
historic path to treaty and truth as part of the 
Victorian Government’s Deadly & Proud 
campaign.  
For more than 40 years, Aunty Fay Carter has 
dedicated herself to Victoria's Aboriginal 
community. In the proud tradition of self-
determination, her work has helped strengthen 
families, reform welfare programs, and set the 
standard for Aboriginal aged care services. 
The Yorta Yorta and Dja Dja Wurrung Elder 
was born at Echuca Hospital in 1935. 

Aboriginal women were not permitted in the 
maternity ward at the time, which meant Fay's 
mother, Iris Nelson, gave birth to her on the 
hospital's verandah. 
Fay grew up on the outskirts of Mooroopna, in 
a settlement known as the Flats. Most of the 
Aboriginal families who resided there were 
formerly of the Cummeragunja Mission in New 
South Wales, including Fay's family. In 1939, 
they had left in protest against the 
mismanagement of the mission. The 
Cummeragunja walk-off, as it became known, 
was a landmark event in the history of the 
Aboriginal rights movement in Australia. 
Although they existed on the margins of 
society, Fay's relatives proved resourceful and 
resilient; they made the best of life on the Flats, 
despite constant hardships that included 
regular floods. Families supported one another, 
so Fay's early years were contented ones. 
With seasonal farm work taking her mother 
away for extended periods of time, Fay spent 
much of her childhood in the care of her 
maternal grandmother, Priscilla Nelsen, née 
James. Fay's grandmother looked after 19 
children, including Fay and her siblings. She 
was an influential figure during those formative 
years, imparting wisdom and life lessons that 
have guided Aunty Fay in later life. 
After attending the state school in Mooroopna, 
Fay went on to high school in Shepparton, and 
then Echuca, where she completed second 
form. Her first job was at the same hospital she 
had been born in. Employment at a local fruit 
shop followed — Fay is thought to be the first 
Aboriginal girl in Echuca to work in retail. 
In 1954, at the age of 18 years, Fay married 
Leslie Carter. The couple went on to have two 
children, Wendy and Rodney. As well as raising 
her young family, Fay worked various jobs, and 
also ran a service station for a time. The family 
relocated to Melbourne in 1972. For on Aunty 
Fay and for the full interview, head to the 
3KND website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.3knd.org.au/post/aunty-fay-carter-dedicated-to-the-victorian-aboriginal-community
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WakkaWakka/Gungarri/Ghungalu. Murri girl.  
Destiny deeply embraces and celebrates her aboriginal 
heritage and culture. Since 3 years old she has performed 
Aboriginal contemporary dance and is the lead dancer of 
Dreamtime Dance Troupe with her Mum and her Sistagirls.  
Destiny is very active in her community and attends rally 
and marches to support her mob, she knows a lot about the 
injustices ger mob go through and would like to make 
changes for a better future. Including sharing her the 
knowledge of her Grandmothers story of being part of the 
stolen generation.  
 
Bo'Ness are very proud Gunditjmara twins from the 
Mornington Peninsula singer-songwriters get their 
inspiration from everyday life, their many experiences, and 
their take on the world around them, with themes that are 
far deeper and mature than you may expect from their young 
ages.  Their debut single, We Don’t Need This Town, was 
written from their experiences escaping domestic violence 
with their mum and brother and released in April this year. 
From there their career has catapulted after finishing in the 

top 20 of the 2020 season of the Voice.  
 
However, they stay grounded and committed to spreading an 
important message. Be kind! they joined Natasha and 
explained what that means to them.  And for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day we caught up with our 
friends Quaden Bayles. After experiencing traumatic bullying 
earlier this year, 9-year-old Quaden’s mother Yarraka Bayles 
made a desperate plea for help on social media. Since then 
much has changed for Quaden Bayles and his family and 
they yarned with Natasha to talk about his life through 
bullying, Covid and his bright and joyful future making 
people smile. 
 
Jill Gallagher AO is a very proud Gunditjmara woman who 
has worked within, led and advocated for the Victorian 

 

 

Songlines Are Still Alive: a Gathering on 
Country celebrating NAIDOC Week 
2021 at Bundoora Park.  

Charles Pakana was the MC 
introducing a powerful welcome to 
country with Uncle Bill Nicholson and 
performance by the Djirri Djirri 

dancers.  
The Mayor Lina Messina gave a speech 
about what NAIDOC means to her and 
why everyone should celebrate it.  

Uncle Bill Nicholson then took a heal 
country walk discussing the importance 
of culture, the landscape and history of 

Bundoora Park. 
Happy NAIDOC to everyone! 
Check out more photos from this event 
on the 3KND website. 
 

 

 

 

Bundoora Park NAIDOC Flag Raising 

 

 

 

https://www.3knd.org.au/post/naidoc-week-2021-songlines-are-still-alive
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Legendary Singer, Songwriter Kutcha Edwards 

 

 

 

Legendary singer songwriter and Mutti Mutti 
man Kutcha Edwards today released Singing Up 
Country, off his forthcoming album Circling 
Time which will be out on 9 July 2021 through 
Wantok Musik. Kutcha Edwards is my special 
guest around 8.30am. 
Singing Up Country is a song resonating with 
proud, ancestral spirit. An uplifting, powerful 
ballad, it highlights Kutcha’s connection to 
family, his ancestors and the land. Featuring the 
vocals of Wayne Thorpe who, in language, sings 
Boondjil Noorrook, the Gunnai song of warning 
of the first sighting of Cook’s boats sailing up 
the southern coast. This celebratory new single 
is joined on the new album by a heart-rending 
tribute to Kutcha’s mother in Mrs Edwards and 
the anthemic We Sing featuring a chorus of 
known and emerging vocalists from across the 
globe. 
Circling Time, Kutcha’s fifth solo album, is filled 
with stories and reflections on the singer’s past 
and inspirations for the present. A survivor of 
the Stolen Generations, Kutcha has throughout 
his life and career connected people with a 
determination to make a positive difference in 
the lives of others. 
Circling Time is profound and a timely reminder 
of the incredible depth and talent of one of the 
most inspiring voices within the country. 
‘’In telling my story, I believe I’m telling my 
family’s story. Within the structure of family 
there are members whose role it is to protect 
country. For others it’s to protect the memories 
such as photos. I believe I have been given the 
responsibility to protect my family’s Songline,’’ 
explains Kutcha. 
‘’Justice, heritage, forgiveness – all are words 
that resonate with me deeply. It’s my role to give 
songs meaning so that they can continue to 
connect my family and all my clans to country. 
‘’This album is filled with spirit. It’s this spirit 
that I need to share and pass on so we can begin 
to heal and understand what our ancestors have 
passed on to us… the true meaning of ‘Circling 
Time’,’’ said Kutcha. 
Kutcha’s songs on Circling Time are reflections 
on some of the highs, lows and formative 

chapters of this iconic singer songwriter’s life 
journey, starting from his birthplace in 
Balranald on the banks of the Murrumbidgee 
River. The album also showcases Kutcha’s 
incredible vocal range and his evolution as a 
singer songwriter and Aboriginal Songman. 
Produced and engineered by Andy Stewart at 
Mill Studio, the album was predominantly 
recorded during the 2020 lockdown. 
Circling Time is insightful, reflective and deeply 
moving. Kutcha’s music creates physical and 
spiritual rhythms that transcend and connects 
all of us to the universal themes of love, family 
and country. For more on this article and the 
full interview head to the 3KND website. 

https://www.3knd.org.au/post/legendary-singer-songwriter-kutcha-edwards
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Big Mob Brekky (NITV) has returned for the second 
year to bring the best First Nations yarns, plenty of 

black secrets for anyone wanting to learn more 
about First Nations culture and all complemented, 

of course, by some proper lovely feeds for everyone 
tuning in. 3KND were again guests on the show 

this morning with camera mob arriving early for 
the live to air cross from our studios in Bundoora. 

Hayley McAdam representing with myself 
supporting. Indigenous media engaging 

communities.  
Everyone looked forward to waking up to a cuppa 

with some of their favourite NITV faces for NAIDOC 
Week, and with hosts like Shahni Wellington and 

Ryan Liddle it was hard to believe the cast could 
get any more loveable… 

Then… 
NITV dropped the bomb nobody was expecting. 

A third host!  
He loves photography, he dislikes chocolate, his 

first job was a bank teller - and he has also been 
recently announced as the weekend lunch 

presenter on Triple J.His name is Tyrone Pynor. 
Check out the full article on the 3KND website. 
 

3KND Join The Big Mob Brekky Show  
On NITV 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.3knd.org.au/post/3knd-join-the-big-mob-brekky-show-on-nitv
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Aunty Pat Ockwell 
‘Tells Her Story’ On Kool N Deadly 

 

Senior Wurundjeri Elder Aunty Pat Ockwell has 
a wealth of knowledge and experience and has 

much advice and wisdom to pass on to her 
people. She is highly respected and adored by 

many in her community for her dedication and 
hard work for her people plus its been a two and 

a half years journey, including 2020 with all its 
special challenges to finish her book. Aunty is 

my special guest on Big Brekkie this morning 
around 8.05am. So tune in to KoolnDeadly  

It's been a great honour and privilege for Pauline 
Mackinnon to be invited by Aunty Pat to work 

with her to publish this book and are really 
thrilled that it is now completed. The very 

beautiful work that resulted is both significant 
and considered by some as important reading for 

all Australians. 
A little bit about the book:  

The book is a beautiful hardcover publication, 
with over 250 pages, including 200 photos in 

both colour, and black and white. The book 
details Aunty Pat's life with her family, and also 

covers her extensive work in the community. 
'This is one woman’s story that is also the story 

of her people. Aunty Pat Ockwell tells of her 
family’s struggles, and their determination to 

keep their culture strong. Aunt says it’s ‘…what 
I’ve been through and what lots of our people 

have been through.’ This book calls on the young 
ones to hear the words of their Elders, and to 

always stay strong and be proud of their ancient 
culture and identity. 

Through the lens of her life, the reader enters a 
much larger story: the story of the continuing 

impact on First Nation people by the arrival of 
others in their country. Against the backdrop of 

invasion and racism, this book brings home 
these realities in a very beautiful and personal 

story.' 
Also, these are what some people have had to 

say about this book: 
‘Aunty Pat Ockwell tells her story’ will be an 

important cultural, historical, political and social 
document for both the Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander community, and the wider 
Australian public. Cheryl Krause, Former CEO, 

Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung Cultural Heritage 
Aboriginal Corporation. 

Aunty Pat’s story is a lesson to all in how hard 
work and persistence can change lives. She has 

been an inspiration to me, and to all the people 
she has met along her marvelous journey. Her 
experiences have a huge cultural and historical 

importance not only for Aboriginal communities 
but for all Australians. A story that needed to be 

told. Robert Kumar OAM, Reserve Magistrate, 
Former Deputy Chief Magistrate of Victoria. For 

more on Aunty Pat, head to the 3KND website. 
 

 

https://www.3knd.org.au/post/john-baxter-believes-change-occurs-when-people-take-action
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NAIDOC Celebrations at Footscray Hockey Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wurundjeri-willam elder Uncle Ian 
Hunter performed a Welcome to 

Country ceremony at the inaugural 
NAIDOC celebrations held at the 

Footscray Hockey Club. Its the first time 
the club has incorporated a NAIDOC 

event during there sports program 
which saw a large crowd attend the 

many events on the day.  
These events included the NAIDOC 

2021 theme – Heal Country! – which 
calls for all of us to continue to seek 

greater protections for our lands, our 
waters, our sacred sites and our 

cultural heritage from exploitation, 
desecration, and destruction. In line 

with this year's theme, Footscray 
Hockey Club had lots of fun activities 

for children to do to help them 
understand more about sustainability 

and protecting country. 
There was a Native Animal Display with 

the experts at Wildlife Exposure 
educating children on important topics 

such as preserving habitats for Native 
Animals plus they brought down on the 

day unique species from around 
Australia. This year’s NAIDOC theme is 

Heal Country and children were able to 
touch and hold hand reared gilding 

possums, pat a tame dingo and 
confront non-venomous pythons whilst 

also learning about the importance of 
conservation and protecting our 

endangered species.  
This was an opportunity to meet 

Aboriginal Elder Ian Hunter ! and once 
again a large community presence 

attended such a sacred event. For 
thousands of years, Aboriginal mob 

have performed Smoking Ceremonies to 
cleanse places and people and to 

promote the wellbeing of indigenous 
people as well as guests on Country.  

Also on the day I was lucky to have 
viewed the gallery of work from the 

Salty One (also known as Lowell 
Hunter) a proud Nyul Nyul Saltwater 

man from the Kimberley's in Western 
Australia, who grew up on Gunditjmara 

Country in Warrnambool, and now lives 
on Wathaurong Country, Geelong. 
These incredible sand artworks are not 

to be missed! 
3KND Connecting to country.  

 
For more photo from this event and the 

full article, head to the 3KND website.  
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Jadah Pleiter is from the Palyku people in 
North Western Australia and the Founder and 

CEO of First Aid company Heart2Heart 
Training & Supplies and Panku Safety 

Solutions and a Deadly & Proud storyteller. 
PSS is an organisation which was instrumental 

to ensuring the supply of essential PPE during 
COVID-19 to frontline workers in Victoria. 

Jadah is sharing her story of success and 
resilience this NAIDOC Week as a part of the 

Victorian Government’s Deadly & Proud 
campaign. Jadah is my guest on Big Brekkie 

this morning around 8.30am. 
Jadah is a skilled entrepreneur with a 

background in project management, strategic 
planning, evaluation and research, marketing, 

Mental Health First Aid Training and Pastoral 
Care. Her experience working with Indigenous 

Communities, Local Government as well as 
Infrastructure & Projects has contributed to 

her breadth of understanding when it comes to 
managing multiple stakeholders, procurement, 
project management, risk management and 

OHS needs. Jadah champions a values driven 
approach informed by Christian values and 

Indigenous ways of being, doing and knowing. 
Jadah Pleiter grew up thinking she could “do 

anything” in life – a belief she is passing to her 
own children. 

For more on this article and the full interview, 

head to the 3KND website.  

 

Jadah Pleiter Talks NAIDOC As Part of the  
Deadly & Proud Campaign 

 

 

The ABS Launched The 2021 Census Campaign 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander stories helping 
mob to get involved in 2021 Census 

Haidee Allan is a proud Kamilaroi woman from 
Tamworth NSW working at the ABS, and part of the 

team delivering the 2021 Census campaign. “Our 
campaign shares stories of our Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander communities and organisations that 
have used the Census to help plan for our future 

generations,” Haidee said. “From a remote bus 
service in Queensland to better university pathways 

for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth, the 
campaign is helping us to share powerful stories 

about how Census data is used to create better 
outcomes in community.” Haidee is my special guest 

around 8.05 this morning. 
The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) today 

launched the 2021 Census campaign, with national 
advertising to start on Sunday 4 July. The 2021 

Census campaign will include materials and 
resources to encourage all Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people to complete the Census this 
August. Radio advertising will be translated into 19 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages. 

For more on this article and the full interview, visit 
the 3KND website. 

 

 

 

https://www.3knd.org.au/post/jadah-pleiter-talks-naidoc-as-part-of-the-deadly-proud-campaign
https://www.3knd.org.au/post/the-australian-bureau-of-statistics-launched-the-2021-census-campaign
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Lowell Hunter's  

Breathtaking Artwork 

 

 

 

My name is Nicholas Colicchia and I am the NDIS 
& Mental Health engagement officer at Merri 

Health. I am part of the community engagement 
and program development team which is part of 

Merri Carer Services. Nic is here to chat about the 
Carer Gateway and provide information about 

support that is available to unpaid carers. He is 
my guest this morning on Big Brekkie on 

KoolNDeadly  
Merri Carer Services works in partnership with 

carers and offers a range of supports, services and 
activities to strengthen your wellbeing and the 

wellbeing of the person you are caring for. Carers 
living in Moreland, Darebin, Banyule, Yarra, 

Nillumbik, Hume or Whittlesea can use Merri 
Carer Services. 

Carer Gateway can also help to navigate the 
various services and supports for carers available 

through government and non-government 
providers. For more information or advice on the 

supports and services available, visit 
www.carergateway.gov.au or call 1800 422 737 

Monday to Friday between 8am and 5pm local 
time. For the full article and interview, head to the 

3KND website. 

 

Nicholas Colicchia The Engagement Officer at Merri 
Health 

Lowell Hunter is a proud Nyul Nyul Saltwater 
man from the Kimberley's in Western Australia, 
who grew up on Gunditjmara Country in 
Warrnambool, and now lives on Wathaurong 
Country, Geelong. Although far apart, each of 
these special places have kept Lowell strongly 
connected to the ocean his whole life. I caught 
up with Lowell at the NAIDOC celebrations in 
Footscray on Saturday. This man is proud and 
humble and his art and storytelling way is 
something I have never seen before. Please 
check him out. 3KND supporting community. 
His art and story is amazing. 
Lowell creates sand art and uses drone 
photography to capture the scale of his works 
within breathtaking landscapes, which all 
started simply, as a way for him to get out and 
connect with culture, Country and sea. 
Using only his feet, Lowell carves stories into 
the sand using the same foot movements he 
was taught through Traditional dance 
movements his people have practised for 
countless generations. Lowell’s artworks tell 
stories of family, identity, and connection. 
There is a magical quality to the way Lowell 
Hunter brings his artwork to life along the 
coastline of Waddawurrung Country and 
beyond. 
Check out more on this article on the 3KND 
website.  

 

http://www.carergateway.gov.au/?fbclid=IwAR39ndNda46XUf7IgniGSGtw2Cx4Nor9fJ_Bq7LtG-chkyKMgA6w9ZQgfNc
https://www.3knd.org.au/post/nicholas-colicchia-the-engagement-officer-at-merri-health
https://www.3knd.org.au/post/lowell-hunter-s-breathtaking-artwork
https://www.3knd.org.au/post/lowell-hunter-s-breathtaking-artwork
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MOODJI Indigenous Garden Space Opening At  
Reservoir High 

Reservoir High School celebrated NAIDOC 

2021 in a special way. The students created 
an Indigenous Garden Space called 

“MOODJI” A Place to Gather, To Learn and to 
Strengthen Friendship. RHS has around 50 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait students who 
take part in the school’s 

curriculum...whether its sport, art, creative 
writing or across the many streams of 

education on offer. 
This High school is all about inclusion, 

engagement, and empowerment. These 
students are from all walks of life and 

different country, yet that cultural connection 
brings them all together.  

Today saw a large gathering of students, 
parents, teachers, elders and community 

businesses including organisations there to 
witness the unveiling of this cultural 

gathering space. Many hands worked hard 
over many weeks to have this dream turn 
into a reality.  

School Principal Andrew McNeil states, “Our 
school stands by its strong values of respect, 

academic excellence, diversity and success” 
and this was on show today. Uncle Dave 

Wandin performed the Welcome to Country. 
Uncle Dave Wandin is an elder of the 

Wurundjeri Tribe Land Council, also the 
chairperson of Wandoon Estate Aboriginal 

Corporation. I grew up in Melbourne, went to 
the all-boys tech school, left that when I was 

15 and I’ve worked in contemporary industry 
all of my life, but in 1996 I had the 

opportunity to come back here to my home 
country and I was actually moving my dad 

back up here to retire. He then took me 
around and showed me the things that he did 

as a child and talked about the stories of 
what his ancestors taught him and I 

absolutely fell in love with the place. 
Aunty Kylie attended and spoke on behalf of 

her husband Uncle Jim Berg who was called 
away at the last minute to attend other 

cultural matters. Aunty spoke of the love that 
they both shared for the school and its 

commitment to indigenous students, culture 
and families. A plaque was erected in Uncle 

Jims Bergs name. 
3KND “On Track” program hosted by Hayley 

McAdam did an outside broadcast live across 
the KoolNDeadly network supporting the 

students who now have a gathering space 
within the school grounds. 3KND supporting 

community and NAIDOC 2021. 
 

Check out the 3KND website for the full 
article and phots from this amazing event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.3knd.org.au/post/moodji-indigenous-garden-space-opening-at-reservoir-high
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Kuku Yalanji, Jirrbal and Badu Island Songbird  
Kee'Ahn On Big Brekky 

Kee'Ahn is a 22 year old Kuku Yalanji, Jirrbal 
and Badu Island songbird . With a name 
coming from the Wik people of Cape York 
meaning to dance, to sing, to play she 
honours her ancestors through vulnerable 
soulful melodies of identity, heartbreak, and 
healing. Kee’ahn is once again my guest 
around 8.30 this morning on 3KND. 
Winner of the Archie Roach Award at the 
2020 National Indigenous Music Awards, and 
best-emerging talent at The 2020 Music 
Victoria Awards, soulful vocalist/ songwriter 
Kee’Ahn makes her debut performance at The 
Counts. 
Effortlessly blending the sounds of soul, R&B 
and pop throughout her music, Kee’ahn 
weaves lush melodies and words reminiscent 
of heartbreak and healing. Her rich vocals 
and hopeful lyrics champion the idea that 
finding strength in our struggles encourages 
us to reflect, reinvent, and rejoice in all of our 
own individual healing journeys. 
“As a First Nations woman, my connection to 
music is strong because of my connection to 
my culture. I come from a long line of 
disruptors. My matriarchs were told to 
quieten their voices, but our stories were 
always shared and heard. My voice and my 
music allows me to connect to my Ancestors 
and to my purpose.” 
Check out the full article and interview on the 
3KND website. 

 

Alex Longley On The 3KND Big Brekky Show 
Calling For True Cultural Engagement In Australia’s 
Built Environment 
Alex Longley founded Arcadia in 2011 to establish a 
landscape firm that is driven to create world-class 
landscape outcomes. His passion for connecting 
people with the landscape, and his longstanding 
industry relationships built on his ability to deliver 
exceptional projects, have helped Arcadia become 
one of the leading landscape architecture firms in 
Sydney. Also, key to Arcadia’s success is the way 
Alex’s belief in nurturing team development has built 

a talented team within a collaborative workplace 
environment. Alex is my special guest after 8am this 
morning on Big Brekkie KoolnDeadly. 
This year, the theme for NAIDOC Week is Heal 
Country. At Arcadia Landscape Architecture They 
have been collaborated with two deadly First Nations 
women working in the built environment to develop 
the "Shaping Country: Cultural Engagement in 
Australia's Built Environment" report. Alex Longley, 
Founding Principal says, “Indigenous connection to 
the land has been integrated in many ways, 
including Indigenous artwork and a planting 
strategy with the underlying theme that landscapes 
heal." 
Head to the 3KND website for more on this article. 

 

https://www.3knd.org.au/post/kee-ahn-onthebrekkyshow
https://www.3knd.org.au/post/alex-longley-big-brekky-show
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Respected Elder and Assembly Member 

          Aunty Charmaine Clarke On Big Brekky 
Respected Elders and Assembly Members 
Aunty Charmaine Clarke and Uncle Andrew 
Gardiner have been appointed as the interim 
Elders’ Voice Co-Chairs. The Co-Chairs will 
personally attend consultation sessions and 
support Elders in the development of the 
permanent Elders’ Voice, which will inform 
and guide the work of the First Peoples’ 
Assembly of Victoria. Aunty Charmaine 
Clarke, a proud Gunditjmara woman, 
celebrated the introduction of the model and 
spoke positively about the knowledge Elders 
can bring to the Treaty negotiation process. 
“The strength of Aboriginal Elders, and their 
long fight for justice, has brought us to this 
point in our State’s history. We are grateful 
to receive our Elders’ direction on our 
historic path towards Treaty, and we will 
listen to the collective wisdom and knowledge 
they share to inform our journey,” Aunty 
Charmaine said. 
“We encourage Elders across Victoria to 
attend these community consultation events 
to have their say on the form the permanent 
Elders’ Voice will take.”  
DETAILS: 
• The Assembly has today announced its 
interim Elders’ Voice, a model which will 
provide guidance from Aboriginal Victorian 
Elders and Traditional Owners on Victoria’s 
historic path to Treaty and truth 
• The interim Elders’ Voice will operate for 
the next three months and will primarily be 
responsible for developing the permanent 
Elders’ Voice through community 
consultation 
• Respected Elders and Assembly Members 
Aunty Charmaine Clarke and Uncle Andrew 
Gardiner have been appointed as the interim 
Elders’ Voice Co-Chairs 
• The Co-Chairs will attend consultation 
sessions across the State and encourage 
Elders in all regions to attend  
• The format and structure of the permanent 
Elders’ Voice will be designed and led entirely 

by Elders to ensure self-determination for 
Aboriginal Elders  
• The Interim Elders’ Voice will begin 
community consultations across the State 
from early August 
• For more information on the interim Elders’ 
Voice please visit: 
https://www.firstpeoplesvic.org/our-
work/elders-voice 
For 230 years, Australia has been one of the 
only Commonwealth nations of its kind 
without a treaty with its First Nations People. 
In Victoria, this is changing. 
To listen to the full interview and for the full 
article, head to the 3KND website. 

 

 

https://www.firstpeoplesvic.org/our-work/elders-voice
https://www.firstpeoplesvic.org/our-work/elders-voice
https://www.3knd.org.au/post/respected-elders-and-assembly-members-aunty-charmaine-clarke-is-on-the-brekky-show
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Uncle Andrew Gardiner is a proud Wurundjeri 
clansman of the Woi-wurrung people and an 
Aboriginal Muslim Australian. Uncle Andrew’s 
working life has been in the service of Aboriginal 
communities, Aboriginal community control and 
self-determination. Uncle Andrew has been 
appointed as the interim Elders’ Voice co-chair. In 
this three-month role, Uncle Andrew will hold 
community consultation sessions with Elders across 
the state to establish a permanent Elders Voice, 
with the objective of ensuring the treaty process is 
grounded in Aboriginal perspective. Uncle Andrew 
said these consultations will be run with the themes 
of respect, connectedness, knowledge base and lore 
of the land. Uncle is my guest today around 8.30am 
on KoolNDeadly Radio 3KND. 
“Our permanent Elders’ Voice is something our 

community has been calling for since the beginning 
of the treaty process. It has always been a priority of 
the First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria,” he said. 
“Today marks an historic day for Victoria’s path to 
treaty and I am proud to stand alongside Aunty 
Charmaine [Clarke] and help drive this important 
discussion.” 
The Aboriginal Treaty Working Group was 
established by the state government in 2016 to 
consult with Aboriginal Victorians. The aim of the 
treaty process is to recognise and celebrate the 
unique status, rights and history of Aboriginal 
people. 
The interim Elders’ Voice will hold community 
consultations with Elders across Victoria for the 
next three months to establish the permanent 
Elders’ Voice.  
DETAILS: 
• The Assembly has today announced its interim 
Elders’ Voice, a model which will provide guidance 
from Aboriginal Victorian Elders and Traditional 
Owners on Victoria’s historic path to Treaty and 
truth 
• The interim Elders’ Voice will operate for the next 
three months and will primarily be responsible for 
developing the permanent Elders’ Voice through 
community consultation 
• Respected Elders and Assembly Members Aunty 
Charmaine Clarke and Uncle Andrew Gardiner have 
been appointed as the interim Elders’ Voice Co-
Chairs 
• The Co-Chairs will attend consultation sessions 
across the State and encourage Elders in all regions 
to attend  
• The format and structure of the permanent Elders’ 
Voice will be designed and led entirely by Elders to 
ensure self-determination for Aboriginal Elders  
• The Interim Elders’ Voice will begin community 
consultations across the State from early August 
• For more information on the interim Elders’ Voice 
please visit: https://www.firstpeoplesvic.org/our-
work/elders-voice/ 
For more on this article and the full interview, head 
to the 3KND website.  

Uncle Andrew Gardiner On Kool N Deadly Radio  

 

 

 

https://www.firstpeoplesvic.org/our-work/elders-voice/?fbclid=IwAR3PCu4TSUG65gH3WzcMcbvS7_Wx5vGtZ3dMNVwqj-sh6PFazZfb82WbxIE
https://www.firstpeoplesvic.org/our-work/elders-voice/?fbclid=IwAR3PCu4TSUG65gH3WzcMcbvS7_Wx5vGtZ3dMNVwqj-sh6PFazZfb82WbxIE
https://www.3knd.org.au/post/uncle-andrew-gardiner-is-a-proud-wurundjeri-clansman-on-kool-n-deadly-radio-3knd
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Ged Kearney, Federal Member of Parliament  

For Cooper  
Shadow Assistant Minister for Health. 
Shadow Assistant Minister for Ageing. 
Member for Cooper. 
Ged Kearney is your Federal Member of 
Parliament for Cooper. Ged represents all 
who live in her diverse and welcoming 
community. From Northcote to Reservoir, 
bound by the Merri and Darebin Creeks. Ged 
is my special guest just after 8am this 
morning on Big Brekkie. 
Ged states that her job is to be there to help 
you in any way, even if you just want to 
share what’s happening for you and your 
family. I love getting out and about in our 
community – working with our schools, 
businesses and local organisations. You’ll 

often find me at your train or tram station 
having a chat because we can always work 
together to tackle the issues we face. 
I’m focused on secure jobs with decent pay, 
improved aged care and cheaper early 
education. I believe every child has the right 
to a quality education – from kinder to higher 
ed. We must protect and restore our 
environment and take urgent action on 
climate change. I’ll always fight for respectful 
policy for asylum seekers and justice for our 
First Nations peoples. 
I feel incredibly proud to represent you and 
our community. 
To listen to the interview and for the full 
article, head to the 3KND website.  
 BANJ BANJ / NAWNTA Exhibition 

 Banj Banj/nawnta - From 31 July to 5 
September, The Torch and The Counihan Gallery 
in Brunswick present. An exhibition of artworks 
by Indigenous artists Thelma Beeton (Palawa 
people) and Stacey (Taungurong /Boon Wurrung 
peoples). Their strong, bold and colourful 
paintings generously share their inspiring artistic 
and cultural journey and express the resilience of 
First Nations women as they navigate a pathway 
through the justice system back to family, culture 

and community. 
Art gives me an opportunity to feel heard - I think 
as an Indigenous woman in the justice system 
sometimes you feel like nobody cares and art 
gives me a voice.  
Stacey (Taungurung /Boon Wurrung peoples) 
Banj Banj/nawnta, meaning sister in the First 
Nations languages of Taungurung1 / Palawa kani 
2 respectively and pronounced: Bun ya Bun ya / 
norn ta, represents the unique friendship between 
Thelma and Stacey, who are participants in The 
Torch’s Indigenous Arts in Prisons and 
Community program.  
For more on this article and full interview, head to 
the 3KND website.  
 

 

 

https://www.3knd.org.au/post/shadow-assistant-minister-for-health-ged-kearney-on-big-brekkie
https://www.3knd.org.au/post/the-torch-the-counihan-gallery-presents-banj-banj---nawnta-exhibition
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celebrating National NAIDOC. 

MC for the day was Sharon 
Bamblett, Welcome to Country 
by Kellie Hunter and a deadly 
performance by Dave Arden.  

Beautiful gifts were given to 
our amazing elders who have 
lead the way for aboriginal 
women and inspire us all. 
Because of them, we can! 

 

Photos from the Your 
Community Health NAIDOC 
event on 3KND Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SNAICC Children’s Day Gift Bag 3KND Giveaway! 

Zion Joins The 3KND Team! 

Zion Akarana was born on Yipirinya 
country in Mparntwe Alice Springs. 
He is a Anangu Pitjantjatjara, 

Arrernte, Nga ̄ti Kahungunu, Nga 
Puhi man having both Aboriginal 
and Maori heritage. 
Prior to joining 3KND Zion worked 
in the hospitality industry Undering 
training in multiple roles at Uluru 

where he broadened his skills and 
developed a drive to better himself 
through education which brought 
him to our network. 
Zion joined 3KND in 2021 as a 
Technical and Administrative 

Trainee in search of gaining new 
skills and to try a new challenge. 
Zion’s family has played a part in 
the radio industry since he was a 
child creating a desire to experience 
it himself. 

3KND is proud to welcome Zion to 
our team by providing a cultural 
safe working environment including 
a traineeship in technical admin 
services.  
“Wominjeka!” 
 

FREE GIVEAWAYS  

To celebrate National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day 

on August 4th, 3KND are giving away SNAICC children’s Day gift bag! 

Give us a call on (03) 94711305 for a chance to win a SNAICC children’s 

Day gift bag! 

3KND supporting community. 

 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/NAIDOC/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/3KND1503/photos/pcb.10156089333689807/10156089316559807/?type=3&theater
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3KND Are Looking For New Volunteer Broadcasters 
 

 

3KND are currently looking for 
volunteer broadcasters for the 
following shows: 
 

• Koorie Music Mix 
Mon to Fri 10am – 11am 

• Classic Gold  
Tuesdays 2pm – 3pm 

• Reggae  
Thurs 7pm – 10pm 

• Gospel  
Sundays 6am – 9am 
 

Looking for someone who is 

enthusiastic about radio. No 
experience required. On air 
training will be provided. 
For expression of interest, 
contact Program Manager Arthur 
Jackson on 
programming@3knd.org.au or 
call (03) 9471 1305.  
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Address: 35 Copernicus Crescent, Bundoora VIC 3083 

 
Mailing Address: PO Box 112, Preston VIC 3072 

 
Email:reception@3knd.org.au Ph: (03) 9471 1305 

 
Website:www.3knd.org.au and 3KND Facebook 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Us 

mailto:reception@3knd.org.au
http://www.3knd.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/3KND1503/

